A Trail User’s code of Ethics
Be aware that different users share the same trails

1. The Three C’s

2. Common Sense – begins with planning your trip and continues with various encounters on the trail.

· When encountering others on the trail, the most mobile usually yields the right of way but use common sense to determine who can move out the way most easily. Ideally, cyclists yield to everyone and hikers yield to horses.  However, a cyclist climbing a steep pitch will appreciate consideration.

· Generally, it is a good habit to travel on the right side to allow ease of travel when encountering others and passing on the left.

3. Communication

· A friendly word of greeting reassures horses and lets others know of your presence.

· Communicate with other trail users to warn them of dangers, trail conditions and features along the trail.

4. Let people know if there others in your group.

5. Courtesy

· Be aware of and understanding of others needs.

· Hikers

· It is essential for everyone to be aware of the fragility of backcountry areas, and to treat them with care. “Take nothing out but photos; leave nothing but footprints” is the motto of all hikers.
· Upon encountering horse riders, a group of hikers should all step off to the same side of the trail, the lower side if possible.  A friendly exchange of greeting between hiker and horse rider will help calm the horses.  Stay a good distance away from the horses.
· Use existing trails as much as possible.  But if you are not on an established trail, avoid marking trees or building rock piles to point out your path, and dismantle makeshift bridges required to cross streams.  Avoid breaking branches. If you are in a group try not to be in the same track and keep the group small.
· Above the treeline, walk on rocks and snow as much as possible.  Alpine vegetation is delicate and takes a long time to grow back.

· Mountain Bikers

· Be aware of other trail users. Always anticipate a horse or hiker around a blind curve and slow down. Announce your presence, especially coming from behind.

· Yield to hikers and equestrians.  Get off your bike and move to the lower side of the trail to let a horse pass because they are less easily spooked by an object lower than themselves. Keep your distance. Follow directions given by the horse rider.

· Learn how to minimize damage to trails through proper riding techniques.  Avoid skidding and sliding. 

· Stay on established trails and stay off trails during wet and muddy conditions as tire ruts will become pathways for water erosion.

In General
T reat other trail users with courtesy
R espect all signage and property

A void environmental damage

I nform yourself about allowed trail uses and trail closures 
L eave wildlife and plants alone

S tay on the trail: Wade Don’t Braid
TN'T BRAID
